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For Immediate Release (July 1, 2020) 
 
Major International Publisher Rolf Grisebach to Succeed Martin 
Williams as Chair of Edition Peters Group 
 
 

On 29 May 2020, international publishing executive Rolf Grisebach 
was formally appointed Chair of the Edition Peters Group, one 
of the world’s oldest classical music publishers. Grisebach succeeds 
Martin Williams, who retired after being closely involved in the 
business for more than 20 years, serving as Chairman of Peters 
Edition Ltd, London, from 2007. Three years later, Williams took on 
the same role for the global Edition Peters Group, whose formation 
from a fractured set of companies with divergent ownership marked 
one of the high points of his tenure. He also oversaw the return, in 
2014, of the Group’s original German business to its historic home in 
Leipzig – a step of great significance for the company and its role in 
the wider cultural landscape. The Edition Peters Group benefitted 
hugely from Williams’s considerable senior leadership experience in 
the music, arts and charitable sectors, and will remain greatly indebted 
to him for his steadfast commitment, corporate acumen and keen wit. 

 
Grisebach brings over 25 years’ experience in senior leadership positions across international publishing, 
education, digital and culture to the role. Having graduated in business administration and law at the 
Ludwig Maximilian University in Munich, he did his PhD on international copyright law at the Max 
Planck Institute. Grisebach’s career began at The Boston Consulting Group in their offices in Munich 
and London, advising media companies on their strategy and structure. He went on to work for the 
Holtzbrinck Publishing Group in Stuttgart and New York and, as a board member, was responsible for 
their higher education business in the US and Europe. Grisebach also was in charge of Holtzbrinck 
Ventures, a portfolio of internet investments that broadened the presence of the Group in these emerging 
markets. Later, as president of Pearson Germany, he extended the company’s presence in the German 
market, leveraging Pearson’s global capabilities in the digital space. For the last six years Grisebach has 
been CEO of Thames & Hudson, one of the leading international publishers of illustrated books. He 
spearheaded the expansion of Thames & Hudson in Asia and the creation of a dedicated museum 
division during this period. 
 
Rolf Grisebach: “I am excited and humbled to be appointed to this role at Edition Peters. The cultural 
and historical importance of this iconic music publishing house – ‘contemporary since 1800’ – is 
undoubted, playing a major role in defining the core classical and contemporary music repertoire across 
the world from its three offices in Leipzig, London and New York. Looking forwards, markets and 
consumer behaviour are rapidly changing. We need to adapt in order to stay highly relevant, with an 
ongoing commitment to high-quality content and building ever-stronger ties to the international music 
community.” 
 
Martin Williams: “I am proud to have been associated with an historic music publisher at a pivotal 
moment in its story and was privileged to work alongside an outstanding team. I wish them all the best in 
this next, exciting chapter for the company.” 
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Nicholas Riddle, CEO Edition Peters Group: “Martin’s contribution to Edition Peters – particularly 
in the last decade, when he was heavily involved in the new architecture for the Group – has left us an 
extraordinary legacy upon which to build for the future. In Rolf, we have appointed someone whose 
experience and knowledge are perfectly attuned to the needs of the unified Group as it moves into its 
second decade and is reshaped in the aftermath of extraordinary COVID-19 situation we all now face.” 
 
Tim Berg, Chair Hinrichsen Foundation: “On behalf of the Hinrichsen Foundation and the 
Hinrichsen family, our heartfelt thanks go to Martin for his critical role in the reunification of the Edition 
Peters Group in 2010, and his wise counsel and support over the years. We wish him all the best for his 
well-earned retirement. We are now delighted to welcome Rolf Grisebach as Chair and look forward to 
benefiting from the considerable experience he brings from the wider publishing industry.” 
 
 
Notes for editors 
 
One of the world’s oldest music publishers still in existence, the company known today as Edition Peters 
was founded in 1800 in the German city of Leipzig – long-time home of J.S. Bach, whose works were at 
the core of the company’s catalogue even before he rose to posthumous fame. With the publication of 
Beethoven’s First Symphony, in 1801, began a long association with prominent living composers. 1867 
saw the launch of the ‘green series’, a library of affordable sheet music, which 150 years on is still 
growing, its iconic cover design familiar to musicians around the world. It was owner-manager Max 
Abraham who led Edition Peters to global success in the late 19th century and secured an exclusive 
publishing deal – the first of its kind – with Edvard Grieg. Abraham’s nephew Henri Hinrichsen kept this 
legacy alive and became a generous patron of the arts, e.g. by endowing the renowned Peters Music 
Library, a publicly accessible reference collection including autographs by Bach, Handel, Mozart, 
Schubert, Chopin and Mendelssohn. Hinrichsen also bravely took on new works by Richard Strauss, 
Gustav Mahler and Arnold Schoenberg. 
  
Being of Jewish descent, the Hinrichsens faced increasing persecution by the National Socialists from 
1933 and were eventually dispossessed of their business. Henri Hinrichsen was among 14 members of the 
family who perished in the Holocaust. His sons Max and Walter escaped Germany and set up new 
publishing companies in London and New York. After the Second World War, the Leipzig business 
became a state-owned music publisher in Communist East Germany, while a new West German firm was 
set up in Frankfurt. Operating separately, but all under the name of Edition Peters, these four companies 
continued to publish the great classics while also remaining committed to new music, including works by 
Hanns Eisler, George Crumb, Morton Feldman, György Ligeti and Mauricio Kagel. In 1960, the New 
York company made history by signing an exclusive publishing agreement with John Cage. 
  
Following further upheaval after the end of the Cold War, the separate companies in Germany, the UK 
and the US were finally reunited to form the Edition Peters Group in 2010. Its main shareholder is the 
Hinrichsen Foundation, a charitable organisation supporting new music, with a minority stake being held 
by Henri’s great-grandson Christian Hinrichsen. In 2014, the German office returned to its splendidly 
restored historic home at Talstraße 10 in Leipzig. Today, Edition Peters continues to thrive with award-
wining editions of the core repertoire alongside a diverse range of contemporary music by Brian 
Ferneyhough, Jonathan Dove, Sally Beamish, Rebecca Saunders, Erkki-Sven Tüür, Sebastian Fagerlund, 
George Lewis, Sky Macklay, and many others.  
 
For further information contact: comms@editionpeters.com / +44 (0)20 7553 4000 
 


